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THE PRINCIPLE OF COMPETITION  
DURING PRE-TRIAL INVESTIGATION

The article is devoted to the imple-
mentation of the principle of competi-
tion in criminal proceedings during the 
pre-trial investigation. Principle of com-
petition of the criminal trial proceeding 
is implemented during pre-trial proceed-
ings as well as during trial proceedings. 
In the pre-trial stage of criminal investi-
gation implementation of this principle 
has several peculiarities. 

It appears that the object of competi-
tion in the pre-trial proceedings of crim-
inal procedure is the conflict that arises 
between the opposite sides of the pro-
cess on the criminal legal dispute within 
the criminal legal proceedings.

The author notes that the main char-
acteristic features of competition in the 
pre-trial proceedings are the procedural 
equality of the parties and the presence 
of an independent and impartial court. 
All other features distinguished by leg-
islators and scientists are covered by 

foregoing, besides differentiation of the 
basic functions, which are its essence. 
The implementation of the principle of 
competition during pre-trial investigation 
is manifested in equality of the victim 
and the suspect. It should be noted that 
the expansion of the rights of the sus-
pect is only one-sided, not conducive to 
their equality.

The author states that determined by 
the laws of Ukraine equality of rights 
between the prosecution and defense at 
the pre-trial proceedings require further 
legislative regulation for their expansion.

The solution of these problems, name-
ly, providing realization of the principle 
of competition is necessary in such di-
rections: firstly, expansion of the rights 
of defenders in criminal proceedings; 
secondly, expansion of the rights of the 
victim in a stage of pre-trial investiga-
tion, thirdly, expansion of judicial control 
in a stage of pre-trial investigation.


